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The	
  first	
  U.S.	
  Census	
  was	
  collected	
  in	
  1790	
  and	
  has	
  been	
  conducted	
  every	
  ten	
  years	
  
since	
  then.	
  The	
  first	
  few	
  itera>ons	
  of	
  the	
  Census	
  asked	
  a	
  few,	
  very	
  basic	
  demographic	
  
ques>ons.	
  In	
  1790	
  for	
  example	
  the	
  only	
  ques>ons	
  asked	
  were	
  The	
  number	
  of	
  free	
  
White	
  males	
  aged:	
  under	
  16	
  years	
  ,	
  of	
  16	
  years	
  and	
  upward	
  Number	
  of	
  free	
  White	
  
females,	
  Number	
  of	
  other	
  free	
  persons	
  Number	
  of	
  slaves.	
  This	
  data	
  was	
  hand	
  
collected	
  by	
  Census	
  workers	
  going	
  door	
  to	
  door	
  and	
  tabulated	
  locally.	
  Actual	
  
publica>ons	
  of	
  the	
  results	
  was	
  very	
  limited	
  and	
  much	
  data	
  is	
  missing	
  for	
  the	
  older	
  
Censuses,	
  such	
  as	
  micro	
  level	
  data	
  for	
  some	
  areas.	
  

2	
  



With	
  >me	
  and	
  the	
  growth	
  of	
  our	
  country,	
  it	
  became	
  clear	
  to	
  the	
  government	
  (both	
  
local	
  and	
  federal)	
  that	
  the	
  Census	
  was	
  a	
  valuable	
  resource	
  and	
  the	
  amount	
  and	
  types	
  
of	
  ques>ons	
  asked	
  expanded.	
  Here	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  ques>ons	
  asked	
  in	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
Census	
  ques>onnaires	
  for	
  1860.	
  There	
  were	
  several	
  ques>onnaires	
  this	
  year	
  such	
  as	
  
one	
  for	
  slaves.	
  As	
  you	
  cam	
  see	
  the	
  ques>ons	
  have	
  expanded	
  beyond	
  the	
  basics	
  asked	
  
in	
  1790.	
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The	
  Census	
  is	
  an	
  evolving	
  ques>onnaire.	
  Ques>ons	
  have	
  not	
  been	
  asked	
  con>nuously	
  
over	
  >me,	
  they	
  may	
  have	
  altered	
  in	
  their	
  wording	
  or	
  their	
  op>ons	
  one	
  can	
  choose	
  
from	
  or	
  the	
  ques>on	
  may	
  have	
  been	
  deleted.	
  Addi>onally	
  for	
  those	
  studying	
  race	
  
and	
  ethnicity,	
  the	
  way	
  these	
  categories	
  are	
  broken	
  down	
  also	
  changes.	
  These	
  factors	
  
make	
  using	
  the	
  Census	
  for	
  historical	
  comparison	
  tricky	
  For	
  example,	
  in	
  2000,	
  the	
  
Census	
  asked	
  52	
  ques>ons,	
  while	
  in	
  2010	
  only	
  10	
  ques>ons	
  were	
  asked.	
  The	
  key	
  
reason	
  for	
  this	
  dras>c	
  shiU	
  was	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  introduc>on	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  
Community	
  Survey	
  or	
  ACS.	
  The	
  ACS	
  replaced	
  the	
  long	
  form	
  of	
  the	
  Census,	
  so	
  now	
  the	
  
Decennial	
  Census,	
  which	
  surveys	
  the	
  en>re	
  popula>on,	
  is	
  much	
  shorter.	
  The	
  ACS	
  
goes	
  out	
  to	
  a	
  subset	
  of	
  the	
  popula>on	
  and	
  is	
  collected	
  far	
  more	
  frequently	
  than	
  once	
  
every	
  10	
  years	
  –	
  instead	
  it’s	
  collected	
  yearly	
  and	
  data	
  sets	
  are	
  released	
  in	
  groups	
  of	
  1	
  
year,	
  3	
  year,	
  and	
  5	
  year	
  groups.	
  By	
  increasing	
  the	
  frequency	
  of	
  data	
  collec>on	
  and	
  
distribu>on,	
  federal	
  and	
  state	
  governmental	
  bodies	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  appropriate	
  
budgetary	
  changes	
  based	
  on	
  more	
  accurate	
  data.	
  The	
  increased	
  frequency	
  of	
  data	
  
collec>on	
  and	
  release	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  ACS	
  provides	
  beZer	
  insight	
  into	
  our	
  
communi>es	
  such	
  as	
  jobs	
  and	
  occupa>ons,	
  educa>onal	
  aZainment	
  and	
  enrollment,	
  
the	
  number	
  of	
  home	
  owners	
  or	
  renters,	
  the	
  usage	
  of	
  social	
  welfare	
  programs	
  such	
  as	
  
SNAP,	
  amd	
  many	
  other	
  important	
  household	
  and	
  demographic	
  aspects.	
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Due	
  to	
  budgetary	
  constraints	
  the	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  had	
  to	
  cut	
  tes>ng	
  for	
  their	
  online	
  
data	
  collec>on	
  system	
  that	
  was	
  supposed	
  to	
  occur	
  in	
  2017.	
  Because	
  there	
  won’t	
  be	
  
tes>ng	
  of	
  this	
  system	
  and	
  while	
  the	
  Census	
  prides	
  itself	
  on	
  keeping	
  personally	
  
iden>fiable	
  data	
  private,	
  the	
  Government	
  Accountability	
  Office	
  listed	
  this	
  system	
  as	
  
risky	
  to	
  use	
  for	
  the	
  2020	
  Census.	
  	
  
	
  
LGBTQ	
  are	
  equal	
  members	
  of	
  our	
  society,	
  but	
  when	
  the	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  sent	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  
proposed	
  ques>ons	
  for	
  2020	
  to	
  the	
  Trump	
  administra>on	
  for	
  approval,	
  these	
  
ques>ons	
  were	
  removed	
  by	
  the	
  administra>on.	
  How	
  are	
  we	
  expected	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  picture	
  
of	
  our	
  own	
  society	
  when	
  we	
  are	
  unable	
  to	
  get	
  accurate	
  counts	
  of	
  those	
  living	
  here?	
  
	
  
And	
  lastly,	
  data	
  is	
  gecng	
  harder	
  and	
  harder	
  to	
  find.	
  This	
  event	
  which	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  
endangered	
  data	
  week	
  makes	
  it	
  preZy	
  clear	
  that	
  data	
  is	
  at	
  risk	
  and	
  that	
  data	
  is	
  
governmentally	
  collected	
  or	
  funded.	
  Websites	
  are	
  being	
  scrubbed	
  of	
  datasets,	
  
federally	
  funded	
  grant	
  agencies	
  might	
  not	
  be	
  funded,	
  websites	
  on	
  certain	
  topics	
  are	
  
vanishing,	
  key	
  data-­‐related	
  posi>ons	
  in	
  this	
  administra>on	
  are	
  not	
  being	
  filled.	
  While	
  
the	
  Census	
  has	
  been	
  given	
  an	
  increased	
  budget	
  for	
  this	
  year,	
  the	
  Director	
  of	
  Census	
  
has	
  voiced	
  concern	
  because	
  right	
  before	
  the	
  decennial	
  census,	
  the	
  budget	
  needs	
  to	
  
ramp	
  up	
  substan>ally	
  to	
  fund	
  such	
  a	
  massive	
  undertaking.	
  But	
  because	
  the	
  budget	
  is	
  
high	
  this	
  year,	
  it	
  may	
  be	
  hard	
  to	
  ramp	
  up	
  in	
  the	
  upcoming	
  years	
  when	
  the	
  funding	
  is	
  
needed	
  the	
  most.	
  This	
  puts	
  the	
  Census	
  at	
  risk.	
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