
Visualizing Deposit of Digital 
Content by GPO
Use Case Interviews



Use Cases

• Collaborative Organization
• Consortium
• Digital Preservation Steward
• Preservation Steward
• Regional Depository Libraries
• Selective Depository Libraries

• Academic Library
• Law Library
• Public Library
• State Library
• Tribal College Library

10 interviews with 14 participants



Interview Questions
1. What content would your library be most interested in receiving from 

GPO? For example, the latest hearings or maps for your geographic 
region. 

2. How would you envision the selection process? 
3. How would you make digital content accessible to the public?
4. What would be the optimal mechanics of digital deposit (push/pull) for 

your library? 
5. Would your library be interested in receiving physical formats (e.g., DVDs) 

of digital objects for offline digital access? 



Interview Questions

6. What kind of support/resources (technical, human, etc.) do you think 
your library might need? What support/resources/infrastructure/staff 
are already in place at your library that would facilitate digital deposit?

7. What do you see as potential FDLP requirements (conceptually similar to 
tangible materials or different in some way in terms of collection 
management, GPO support, etc.)? What would be prohibitive to your 
library receiving files on digital deposit?

8. Is there any other information or thoughts you’d like to share that we 
haven’t already discussed?

(Continued)



Deposit of Digital Pilot Project
The search for  Congress ionally 
Mandated Reports



Activities of the Pilot Project

• We proposed a pilot project (https://bit.ly/3m4DHsE) and carried out 
the work (with help from the community… thank you!)

• Hosted 3 focus groups with community members to explore what works and 
what could be improved when notifying GPO of unreported documents

• Recruited 23 volunteers to document the search process and discovery 
success when searching for Reports to be made to Congress (H.Doc. 116-4) 

https://bit.ly/3m4DHsE
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CDOC-116hdoc4/CDOC-116hdoc4


The search for unreported documents
We started with H. Doc. 116-4 

The H.Doc. was 
converted to Excel

(thank you, Lisa)

Volunteers were asked to take the H.Doc. Information, look for an associated document, and make a few determinations about its status



The search for unreported documents, con’t
• The excel of the H.Doc 116-4 includes 2,676 line entries across 15 

agencies, 3 branches, 1 office, and 2 broad categories
• Entries include the broad agency, internal office (if applicable), nature of the 

report, and legislative authority… Note: NO TITLE



At the end of the pilot

• 13 volunteers submitted 
information

• 1,049 searches across 19 
agencies

• 214 volunteer hours



Working Group Next Steps
• Assess the findings from the focus groups, pilot project, and think 

piece interviews
• Submit final report to Council
• Produce best practices guidance for searching unreported documents
• Present our work at the Fall 2021 FDL Conference
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Questions?


