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Project Description

Starting in 2019 with a grant 
from the MSU Libraries, this 
project focus on the capture 
and preservation of 
websites for candidates and 
significant proposals for 
Ingham County.



Why?

Candidate websites are highly ephemeral and often taken 
down immediately after an election

How can researchers study candidate platforms (especially 
losing candidates) and how their campaigns are run if the 
way they disseminate this information isn't preserved?

Many politicians for major offices start their careers in local 
politics—how can one study their progression if their early 
campaign materials are lost?



Initial 
Project 

Members

Ed Busch, Electronic Records Archivist

Julia Ezzo, Government Information & Political 
Science Librarian

Eli Landaverde, Special Collections LGBTQ+ 
Librarian

Jessica Martin, African Studies Librarian & 
Adjunct Assistant History Professor

Lydia Tang, Special Collections Archivist



Grant Funding
~$3,500 for expansion of MSU 
Library/University Archives' 
Archive-It subscription, student 
labor, and a focus group event
Focus group pulled in 
(predominately) faculty 
stakeholders to discuss what 
sorts of sites they'd find 
most useful



Initial 
Phase

Capture of candidate websites and 
proposal sites for the 2018 and 2019 
election cycles for Ingham County, as 
well as some sites for Flint and Detroit

Crawls and quality assurance 
completed by grant-funded graduate 
assistant



Ongoing

Spreadsheet of candidates with websites is 
created approximately a month before an election 
(including primaries, special elections, and general 
election)

Crawls and QA

URLs to the Archive-It pages are added to a LibGuide to 
help users easily find and view specific pages



Access



Archive-It

https://archive-it.org/collections/12662
https://archive-it.org/collections/12662
https://archive-it.org/collections/12662




LibGuide

https://libguides.lib.msu.edu/MI-Politics-Archive




How the Sausage is 
Made



Archive-It

Archive-It is a subscription service that provides tools 
and technical support to organizations seeking to 
preserve digital content.

Data captured via Archive-It is stored in data centers 
owned and operated by the Internet Archive. This data 
can be downloaded, stored, and shared independently 
by subscribers.

No technical expertise needed.



It Takes a 
Village

Collaborative effort

• Special Collections and University Archives & 
Historical Collections ran independent web 
archiving projects, and both had their own 
Institutional accounts.

Different approaches

• Special Collections was more of an experimental 
endeavor, UAHC was already a well-honed 
machine.

Learning as you go

• Documentation and training.



1. Adding URLs to Archive-It.



2. Set parameters for what to capture



3. Schedule a test crawl



4. QA & patching



4. Metadata



It's time consuming!

This Photo by Unkno wn auth or is licensed  u nder CC BY-SA.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dougbelshaw/3884002340/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Challenges

Out-of-date training manual

Social media

Ephemeral nature of the site's purpose

Content could be updated frequently on a site, but we 
only crawl a few times and might miss changes

User interface



The Future?

Updating documentation

Metadata clean-up and streamlining the 
process

Capture PDFs for problematic websites

Long-term preservation storage of WARC files

Any suggestions or feedback for the future?



Thank you!

Any questions?

Contact info:
Julia Ezzo:  julia@msu.edu
Eli Landaverde: elandav@msu.edu
Sarah Mainville: Mainvil3@msu.edu
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