
9

 

Acknowledgments

This project started in the Bob Hope Memorial Library at the Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration while I was working on my
first book. In conversation, Barry Moreno commented on the lack of scholarship regarding Chinese at Ellis Island. It was an offhand
observation, but it led me to years of research and rethinking. My deep thanks to Barry for all his work documenting the history of Ellis
Island and to George Tselos and the late Jeffrey Dosik, also of the Bob Hope Memorial Library.

My research was not only sparked but also sustained by dedicated librarians and archivists. Most centrally, I appreciate the
extraordinary work of the staff at the National Archives and Records Administration in New York City: Kelly McAnnaney, Bonnie
Sauer, Matthew Aull, Katie Daniels, Kevin Reilly, Carol Savo, Angela Tudico, and Trina Yeckley. At the National Archives in
Washington, D.C., my research was supported by George Briscoe and William Creech, along with others engaged in locating and
screening files. And at Archives II in College Park, Maryland, by Lynne Goodsell, Holly Reed, and many others in the Textual Records
and Still Photographs divisions. Closer to home, I have relied on librarians at Michigan State University for support in my research,
teaching, and learning. In particular, I want to acknowledge Leslie Behm, Julia Ezzo, Kristen Mapes, and Emilia Marcyk. Thanks
especially to Jeffrey Evans, Amanda Tickner, and Kasey Wilson, who created the map of Asian routes to Ellis Island, and Jingyi Zhang
at the Center for Statistical Training and Consulting, who provided much-needed statistical assistance. At the Library of Congress, I
was lucky to work with Rem -Antonia Grefalda, founding director of the library’s Asian and Pacific Islander Collection. At theé
Museum of the Chinese in America, New York, my research was ably assisted by Samantha Chin Wolner. At the History Office and
Library of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Marian Smith and Zack Wilske answered many, many questions. I was also
assisted by other dedicated librarians and archivists, including at the Brooke Russell Astor Reading Room for Rare Books and
Manuscripts, New York Public Library; the Columbia University Rare Book and Manuscript Library; and the Japanese American
National Museum, Los Angeles.

Financially, my research was supported by Celia Vlasin, as part of the Vlasin Family Fellowship, the James Madison College
Faculty Development Fund, and the Humanities and Arts Research Program, all at Michigan State University.

Washington, D.C., and New York City are expensive cities in which to conduct research. I am very lucky to have friends and family
who were willing to accommodate me while I was visiting archives and libraries. Claudia Malloy and Chris Kleponis have been the
most generous hosts and the best of friends as I spent weeks in D.C. over a period of years. My brother- and sister-in-law, Mark and
Pat Gordon, were equally generous with their home in New York City. Mark passed away after I completed my research for this
project. I am so grateful for the coffee, waffles, and company sitting in their kitchen, and so glad that I stayed to help complete the
crossword when I should have been in the archives.

At Michigan State University, I have continued to find purpose in my work thanks to my students, colleagues, and friends. Teaching
in the James Madison College, an undergraduate residential college of public affairs, and the Asian Pacific American Studies Program,
I work with students who care about the past and the ways that we learn about the past today. But they care even more deeply about the
future. I want to acknowledge all my students. Working with them in the classroom and outside the classroom has been the greatest joy
of my scholarly life. In particular, my undergraduate research assistants spent hours poring over Annual Reports of the Commissioner
General of Immigration, case files, newspaper articles, and passenger lists. Thank you to Lauren Abrahamson, Eleanor Bell, Daniel
Davis, William Hack, Ian Hoopingarner, Courtney Heyse, Olivia Macy Rose, Cecilia Tang, and Salena Thompson. Special thanks to
GlenEllen Lehmberg and Liz Witcher for their research work at the National Archives, to Jonathan Suan for his detailed newspaper
research on both this and my next project, and to graduate student Scott Bullock for his insightful observations on the manuscript.

In the James Madison College and the Asian Pacific American Studies program, I have benefited from extraordinary colleagues who
care for one another and for our students. Across and outside of Michigan State University, I have also played a small part in a band of
survivors, supporters, students, and parents who have tried and tried and tried again—sometimes failing and sometimes succeeding—to
make our institution more transparent, accountable, just, and safe for all. In this work, Andaluna Borcila has been a steadfast partner
and brilliant collaborator. I owe a special measure of friendship and debt of gratitude to Kirsten Fermaglich, Andrea Louie, Terese
Guinsatao Monberg, Mindy Morgan, and Naoko Wake. Terese deserves mention for first suggesting that the article I was writing about
Asians at Ellis Island might, in fact, be a book. And Kirsten, in various tea shops and coffee shops throughout the years, read more
versions of this work than anyone. I appreciate so much our working and writing together.

The longer I teach, the more I realize my intellectual debts to Robert G. Lee and George S nchez, who helped me look away fromá
Ellis Island as I explored my interests in Asian migration and immigration policy for my first book, only to have me turn my attention
eastward again. Jack and Audrey Isbester are some of my oldest friends and best teachers about activism and ships. At conferences and

C
o
p
y
r
i
g
h
t
 
2
0
2
1
.
 
T
h
e
 
U
n
i
v
e
r
s
i
t
y
 
o
f
 
N
o
r
t
h
 
C
a
r
o
l
i
n
a
 
P
r
e
s
s
.

A
l
l
 
r
i
g
h
t
s
 
r
e
s
e
r
v
e
d
.
 
M
a
y
 
n
o
t
 
b
e
 
r
e
p
r
o
d
u
c
e
d
 
i
n
 
a
n
y
 
f
o
r
m
 
w
i
t
h
o
u
t
 
p
e
r
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 
f
r
o
m
 
t
h
e
 
p
u
b
l
i
s
h
e
r
,
 
e
x
c
e
p
t
 
f
a
i
r
 
u
s
e
s
 
p
e
r
m
i
t
t
e
d
 
u
n
d
e
r
 
U
.
S
.
 
o
r
 
a
p
p
l
i
c
a
b
l
e
 
c
o
p
y
r
i
g
h
t
 
l
a
w
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 2/12/2024 10:55 AM via MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
AN: 3075899 ; Anna Pegler-Gordon.; Closing the Golden Door : Asian Migration and the Hidden History of Exclusion at Ellis Island
Account: s8364774.main.eds

Julia Ezzo


