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Geopolitical Challenges, Complexities, and Future Uncertainties
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories: Land and Population’s
Perspectives

Hilmi S. Salem”

Abstract

Geopolitical challenges, complexities, and future uncertainties have greatly and adversely
affected all aspects of life, as well as the well-being of the Palestinian citizens living in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT), comprised of the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. The OPT were militarily occupied by the Israeli forces in June
1967 and, since then, the Israeli military rules have been applied to the OPT. The
demographic issues in the OPT have gained a great importance at the political, geopolitical,
social, economic, environmental, educational, health-wise, and housing, as well as at other
aspects of life. This is due to the fact that demographic issues, along with the land, are the
main determinants of the Palestinian choices towards sustainable development in a future,
sovereign, independent, stable, and secure state of Palestine to be established in the OPT,
with East Jerusalem as its capital. So, because of the limited areas of land which Palestinians
have access to; because of the limited natural resources that are available to them; and
because of the narrowing of the political horizons and choices available to the Palestinians,
the real Palestinian wealth in the OPT is the human being. This article investigates and
analyses several geopolitical challenges, complexities, and future uncertainties in the OPT,
with a focus on key demographic issues, including human trends and socioeconomic trends,
which include marital status, housing, education, and health. Additionally, the article
examines the historical background of the present situation. It also provides important
recommendations and supporting elements towards developing Palestinian national policies
related to the well-being of the Palestinian citizens and institutions within the OPT.

Keywords: Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT: West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza
Strip); Oslo Agreement, Area A, Area B, and Area C; Israeli Military Occupation; Israeli
Settlements and Israeli Segregation Wall; Population and Socioeconomic Elements: Marital
Status, Housing, Education, and Health; Geopolitical Challenges, Complexities, and Future
Uncertainties.

Introduction

The Palestinian people have been continuously struggling and deeply suffering for more than
72 years now, i.e. since their home-country — Historical Palestine — was militarily taken away
from them by the Zionist Movement in May 1948. As a result, the state of Israel was
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